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thoughts of this strange alliance. In his own
oft-quoted words, el sighed as a lover, I
obeyed as a son.'

In the year 1761 Gibbon published his first
book, a modest little volume in French en-
titled Essai sur I9 Etude de la Litterature. At
the close of the Seven Years' War he began
the long-anticipated pleasure of the 'grand
tour.* He was absent for two years and a
half and the thirteen months which he spent
in Italy were the most fateful for the determi-
nation of his future career. 'It was/ he says,
'the view of Italy and Rome which determ-
ined my choice of a subject.' But eight years
elapsed after his return to England before he
first put pen to paper to write the Decline
and Fall. Five vears of reading were followed
by three years of writing, and in February,
1776, the first quarto volume of the History
of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire
was given to the world. 'The first impression
of one thousand was exhausted in a few days;
a second and third edition were scarcely ade-
quate to the demand.'

At the time of the publication of his first
volume Gibbon had already been for more
than a year a member of Parliament. His
parliamentary career, as member first for Lis-
keard and then for Lymington, lasted almost
continuously from September, 1774, till Sep-
tember, 1783. He then threw up his seat in
Parliament, and decided to seek once more
the economical atmosphere of Lausanne, It
should be mentioned that he had in the mean-
time (1781) published two more volumes of
his History, bringing the work down to the
fall of the empire in the West. In Lausanne
he wrote the three concluding volumes of the
great history, between 1783 and 1787. With
the completion of the Decline and Fall, the in-
terest in Gibbon's life comes to an end. His
Autobiography closes in 1789, but he contin-
ued to reside at Lausanne till 1793, when,
owing to the disturbed state of the Continent,
he hastened back to his native land. Seven
months after his return he died at the house
of his friend, Lord Sheffield (Jan. 16, 1794).

Gibbon, John (1827-96), American sol-
dier, was born in Holmesburg, Pa. He com-
manded a division of the Army of the Po-
tomac at the battle of Fredericksburg, Decem-
ber, 1862, where he was wounded, and again
at Gettysburg in the following July. From
June, 1864, to April, 1865, he was in front of
Petersburg, where he carried two redoubts in
the final assaults. He was one of the com-
missioners to carry out the details of Lee's
surrender. In March, 1865, his services were

recognized by his brevet appointment as brig-
adier- and major-general of the regular army.
He was in charge of the expedition against
Sitting Bull and in August, 1877, during a
campaign against the Nez Perces Indians at
the battle of Big Hole Pass, Montana, he was
again wounded.
Gibbons, Floyd (1887-1939), famous war
correspondent, radio commentator, and au-
thor. He first achieved fame when he re-
ported Pancho Villa's raid on Columbus,
N.M., 1916; was London correspondent for
Chicago Tribune, 1917, and was on the S.
S. Laconia which was sunk by a German
submarine; reported the World War, losing
an eye at the battle of Chateau-Thierry; di-
rector of Chicago Tribune's European office,
1918-27; later covered wars in all parts of
the world for International News Service,
also engaging in radio and motion picture
work. He had been living quietly on his
farm near Stroudsburg, Pa., but was pre-
paring to cover the European War when
death came. He wrote The Red Napoleon,
Gibbons, Grinling (1648-1720), English
wood carver of Dutch parentage, was horn
in Rotterdam. He was employed by Chris-
topher Wren at Windsor, St. James, Piccadil-
ly, and St. Paul's Cathedral; the Reredos at
St. James and the choir stalls of St. Paul's
being particularly fine specimens of his carv-
ing.
Gibbons, James, Cardinal (1834-1921),
American Roman Catholic prelate, was born
in Baltimore, Md. He received his early edu-
cation in Ireland, entered St. Charles College,
Md., in 1855, was transferred to St. Mary's
Seminary, Baltimore, in 1857, and after com-
pleting his course was ordained priest (1861).
He was assistant chancellor of the Second
Plenary Council of the Roman Catholic
Church at Baltimore in 1866, and two years
later was consecrated Vicar Apostolic of
North Carolina, with the rank of bishop. In
1872 he was made bishop of Richmond, Va.,
and five years later was installed as coadjutor
archbishop of Baltimore, succeeding to the
archbishopric, and the title 'Primate of the
United States^' the same year (1877). He was
a delegate to Rome, in 1883, i& connection
with the perfection of plans for the third
American Plenary Council of 1884, over
which he presided, and soon after he was nom-
inated as cardinal of the Roman Catholic
Church.
On Sept. 13, 1908, he preached the formal
sermon at the great Eucharistic Congress in
London. In October, 1918, his golden jubilee,